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Please visit our website at: http://www.mccb1.org/

You will find information concerning conferences, job positions,
general information about our organization as well useful web
resources on our website. If any MCCB member knows about biology
positions, upcoming relevant conferences, seminars, or workshops
being held in Michigan (as well as throughout the U.S.) please email
information to: Ralph Gorton, MCCB webmaster, gorton@tds.net and/
or to Susan Dentel, newsletter editor, sdentel@wccnet.edu.
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Fall 2012 MCCB
Conference Preview
Friday, October 26th
11am -3:30 pm Pearson Mastering Biology
Workshop, Business Education Building, WCC.
This hands-on workshop will introduce
participants to MasteringMicrobiology and
MasteringA&P, the most advanced and widely
used online science tutorial and homework
system available. The session will begin with an
overview of the presenters’ experiences
teaching with MasteringMicrobiology, followed
by hands-on practice for creating homework
assignments, reviewing students’ individual and
collective work, and comparing their results
against the Mastering system averages.
Pre-registration is required.

4-6 pm Registration and Appetizers
Connor O’Neil’s, Ann Arbor

Connor OʼNeilʼs is a traditional Irish Pub that was
originally designed and built in Ireland. Appetizers and
dinner will be served in the warm, inviting atmosphere
of the Celtic room.

6-7 pm Dinner, Connor O’Neil’s
7-8 pm Keynote Speaker: Larry Grossman
“Mitochondrial DNA”

8:30-9:30 pm Dessert and Drinks
Arbor Brewing Company, Ann Arbor

Arbor Brewing Company (ABC) is Ann Arborʼs first
brewpub. Arbor Brewing Company offers a wide
selection of wine and liquor as well as award winning
beer. Arbor Brewing Company also utilizes local and
sustainable ingredients for their food menu.
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Fall 2012 MCCB Conference Preview
Saturday, October 27th
Session I: 9-10am
Saturday Keynote Speaker WCC Vice President of
Instruction: Stuart Blacklaw
“When Do We Get to Talk About Learning?”

Technology, federal, state and local funding, the
completion agenda, accountability, workforce
development, college readiness, articulation agreements,
reverse transfer, and performance funding are occupying
your leaders’ attention. What does it take to get
education back on their minds?

Session II: 10:20- 11:20am
David Wooten
“The Vitals of Venom”

From biochemistry to evolution, venom is considered to
be one of the most complex substances produced by any
living organism. David A. Wooten (Biology Dept., WCC)
presents a comprehensive look at the biochemistry,
ecology, and diversity of animal toxins. This lecture will
not only include amazing images of these unique animals
and structures, but will also be “injected” with both
humor and first-hand stories of working in the field of
venom research. Note that this engaging lecture will
include LIVE specimens up close and personal.

Marvin Boluyt
“Using Primary Research Articles in the
Classroom”
In this session, we will explore the use of original
research articles in science courses as a means to
teach critical thinking skills and to amplify course
content. Various methods aimed at involving
students of all levels will be presented. Participants
will have an opportunity to share ways in which they
have employed primary research as a teaching tool
in the classroom.
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Fall 2012 MCCB Conference Preview
Saturday, October 27th
Gabriel Guzman
“Shifting Paradigms of Online Homework: Using
Adaptive Technology to Improve Student
Learning and Retention”

Christopher Hess
“Climbing the Bloom’s Taxonomy PyramidHelping Students Develop Critical Thinking Skills
Using Online Homework”

Session III: 12:45- 1:45 pm
“Symposium: Online & Blended Course
Development”
Faculty course developers, informational technology
administrators, media specialists, and instructional
designers will discuss best practices for the design and
implementation of online and blended classes.

Session IV: 2-3 pm
John Stribley
“The Loss of Biodiversity: Implications for the
Evolution of Virulent Pathogens”

Emily Thompson
Eco-Tour of WCC: “Environmental Education
in the 21st Century”

Marvin Boluyt and Rick Berk
“Tour of the Cadaver Room and Exercise
Science Lab”

This tour will highlight the manner in which we try to
maximize the use of our valuable resource that is the
cadaver room and minimize costs. The tour will also
showcase our simple but effective exercise science lab that
includes a metabolic cart, an exercise electrocardiographic
machine and a Wingate-capable Monarch cycle ergometer.
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Fall 2012 MCCB Conference Preview
Saturday, October 27th
“The Green House Tour”
Come and explore the interesting flora of WCC’s rooftop green house!

Session V: 3-4:00 pm
John Hassett
“Goofing Around with Deadly Germs”

"Giant Microbes" stuffed toys provide a hands-on way to engage
college students in serious discussion of microbiology concepts, from
exploring size relationships in the microbial realm to illustrations of
complex cell-to-cell interactions. A complementary puppet show will
be provided.

Mike Galea and Michael Smith
“Embracing New Technologies”

Michael Smith, instructor in Digital Media Arts, PHO, will share and
showcase Google tools and other free and very useful apps –
Evernote and Dropbox. Following, Mike Galea, instructor in Business
& Computer Technologies, CIS, CNT, and CSS, will cover Microsoft
Cloud tools: Windows Live, Windows Live Mesh, and SkyDrive.

Ross Strayer and David Wooten
“Walk on the Wild Side”
Come join a biology-focused hike with Ross Strayer and David A.
Wooten (Biology Dept., WCC) around the natural areas surrounding
campus. WCC has acres of hiking trails, forests, ponds, fields, and
amazing wildlife. Dress appropriately, bring your binoculars, and be
prepared for interesting facts on natural history and an enjoyable
experience.

4:15- 6:15 pm Optional Tours: pre-registration is required.
Option 1:

University of Michigan Plastination Lab Tour
Option 2:

Washtenaw Community College Fitness Center Tour
Please visit the MCCB website http://www.mccb1.org/
for registration form, membership form, and fall 2012
conference itinerary. Hotel and parking information
will be posted on the site shortly.
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Most of the activities surrounding the MCCB Fall Conference at
Washtenaw Community College will be taking place in the Crane
Liberal Arts and Science Building. Formerly the Liberal Arts and Science
Building (many of the rooms still have the "LA" designation), the building
was renamed after Dr. H. Richard Crane and his wife Florence Crane,
long-time supporters of the College, in 2005.
Dr. Crane, a graduate of the California Institute of Technology and a
pioneer in nuclear physics and biophysics, joined the University of
Michigan Physics department in 1934, serving as chair of the
department before retiring in 1976. He is recognized for inventing the
‘racetrack’ synchrotron, a design still used in all major particle
accelerators today, and his analyses of helical structures in molecules
continue to be significant in genetic research. In 1966 he was elected to
the prestigious National Academy of Science and received the nation’s
highest honor for research, the National Medal of Science.
Professor Crane took great interest in improving science education,
serving on a national committee to change teaching methods and
developing innovative materials that he used in his own classroom and
disseminated to other science teachers. He wrote a regular column in
the Physics Teacher magazine, which led to his book, How Things Work,
published in 1992. He helped create the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
—designing and building many of the exhibits and keeping them in
good working order.
His enthusiasm for science education extended to Washtenaw
Community College, where he endowed the H. Richard Crane Science
Scholarship to help young people develop a sustained interest in science
and an appreciation for its importance in daily life. Friends and family
also created the Florence Crane Memorial Scholarship in honor of Mrs.
Crane, to support female students who are studying Criminal Justice and
Corrections. In 2000 this commitment culminated with a major gift
from Professor Crane to the College in the form of an endowment
establishing a fund to support innovation in delivery of science
instruction, with an emphasis of hands-on, laboratory-based approaches.
We look forward to seeing you in the Crane Building at WCC in
October!
-David Shier
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Summer MCCB Board Meeting Summary:
Add language to by-laws for emeritus status: Qualification would be based on number of years
and/or meritorious service, a person can be nominated for either one or both criteria.
Recommendations: Any member can make a recommendation to the executive committee. The
executive committee can then evaluate the recommendation and decide on whether to give
emeritus status for an individual.
1. MCCB participation in social networking sites such as Facebook and Linked-In.
• Change the site of future conferences to every Fall at a Michigan Community College and
every spring at the MacMullan Conference center: A motion was made to have an annual fall
conference at a Michigan community college and annual spring conference at MacMullan
Conference Center for 2 years and re-evaluate as needed if we want to continue this practice.
• Add Paypal to homepage for meeting registration and membership fees.
• Switch to digital only newsletters in the future: The motion was made to deliver the newsletter
digitally. We will save our organization approx. $200.00 per year as well as reduce our carbon
footprint as an organization.
•MCCB Historical Archives: Lynnda
Skidmore is in the process of
creating a digital MCCB archive
collection. She will be meeting
Denise Kemp to collect some old
MCCB documents and slide sets.
She is asking members if they could
assist in locating old MCCB
materials to add to the collection.
Darrell Davies made the motion that
we as a group support this endeavor
of Lynnda’s financially as well. It
was seconded and approved.
•Webmaster: Ralph Gordon will
be looking for a person to take over
his duties as webmaster over the
coming year. We can all start to
consider someone in the
organization who might be a good
candidate.
•Newsletter: Susan Dentel will
complete her last newsletter fall
2012 and has been working with
Holly Hoare to take over her duties
as newsletter editor.
•

For the complete set of meeting
notes please visit the MCCB web
site:

http://www.mccb1.org/
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Upcoming MCCB Conferences:
Fall 2012 (Oct. 26 & 27)
Washtenaw Community College
Hosts: Susan Dentel and David Shier

Spring 2013 Mac Mullen Conference Center
Fall 2013 Wayne County Community College

Other Conferences of Interest:
2012 Michigan Science Teacher’s Association (March 8-9, 2013), Eastern Michigan
University
2012 NSTA Conference (National Science Teachers Association), (April 11-14,
2013), San Antonio, TX
2012 American Association of Anatomists, (April 20-24, 2013), Boston, MA
2012 HAPS (Human Anatomy & Physiology Society),(May 23-30, 2013), Las Vegas,NV
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MCCB NEWSLETTER

Fall 2012

Mission of MCCB:
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  MCCB	
  (Michigan	
  Community	
  College	
  Biologists)	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  state-‐wide	
  forum	
  for	
  sharing	
  instruc;onal	
  techniques	
  

and	
  new	
  ideas	
  for	
  teaching	
  college-‐level	
  biology.	
  The	
  organiza;on	
  fosters	
  communica;on,	
  friendship,	
  and	
  unity	
  among	
  
the	
  biologists	
  of	
  the	
  twenty-‐nine	
  community	
  colleges	
  in	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Michigan.	
  Two	
  state-‐wide	
  mee;ngs	
  are	
  held	
  
annually
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Founded	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  1980's,	
  MCCB	
  began	
  as	
  an	
  oﬀshoot	
  of	
  COSIP	
  (the	
  College	
  Science	
  Improvement	
  Program).	
  	
  
Two	
  COSIP	
  groups	
  were	
  originally	
  created	
  in	
  Michigan:	
  a	
  southern	
  group	
  of	
  colleges	
  (associated	
  with	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  
Michigan/Dearborn	
  and	
  directed	
  by	
  Dr.	
  Hertzler)	
  and	
  a	
  northern	
  group	
  of	
  colleges	
  (associated	
  with	
  Central	
  Michigan	
  
University	
  and	
  directed	
  by	
  Dr.	
  Carl	
  Scheel).	
  The	
  ini;al	
  mee;ng	
  to	
  form	
  a	
  statewide	
  organiza;on	
  of	
  community	
  colleges	
  
occurred	
  at	
  Delta	
  College	
  in	
  1981.	
  The	
  ﬁrst	
  slate	
  of	
  oﬃcers	
  was	
  elected	
  at	
  that	
  ;me,	
  with	
  Eldon	
  Enger	
  as	
  President	
  and	
  
Janet	
  DeWloﬀ	
  as	
  Vice-‐President.

•	
  	
  	
  To	
  promote	
  an	
  interest	
  in	
  biology.
•

To	
  improve	
  the	
  teaching	
  of	
  biology	
  by	
  providing	
  opportuni8es	
  to	
  share	
  and	
  discuss	
  instruc8onal	
  
techniques	
  and	
  teaching	
  methods.

•

To	
  provide	
  opportuni8es	
  for	
  updates	
  on	
  current	
  topics	
  and	
  trends	
  in	
  biology.

•

To	
  facilitate	
  the	
  exchange	
  of	
  ideas	
  and	
  foster	
  communica8on,	
  friendship	
  and	
  unity	
  among	
  the	
  
community	
  college	
  biologists	
  in	
  Michigan.
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